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America’s Poverty-Education Link
Many societies experience an inextricable link between poverty and education. American society epitomizes this phenomenon especially because it is one of the most diverse in terms of race. Aside from the minor races, America hosts Caucasians, African-Americans, and Hispanics (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). Statistics reveal that most Americans who were not lucky to get a good education because of their socio-economic status continued to dwell in low-income neighborhoods (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). Contrarily, those who were not born into poverty but somehow managed to acquire a college degree managed to improve their socio-economic status by significant strides, an aspect that corroborates the fact that education and poverty have close connections. This unique correlation can be seen in all the education levels right from the earliest stage of pre-primary schooling (Raffo et al., 2009). 
According to Ryan & Bauman (2016), almost 9 out of 10 adults had at least a high school diploma. Further, the report indicates a considerable disparity in educational attainment by race and Hispanic origin. For instance, in 2015 over 50% of Asians aged above 25 had at least a bachelor’s degree or higher (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). On the likelihood of achieving a university degree, Asians recorded better results in comparison with their non-Hispanic Whites counterparts. In the same vein, compared to blacks and Hispanics, both non-Hispanic Whites and Asians were better placed in terms of the likelihood of achieving a bachelor’s degree. Similarly, adults who did not have any disabilities were more likely to hold a university degree compared to their physically challenged counterparts (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). The surprising revelation on this document is the fact that native adults were more likely to acquire a high school education compared to non-natives. However, foreign-born adults had better chances of holding an advanced degree in comparison with the natives. 
Even with the disparity in educational attainment for all the races in America, it is undeniable that it has increased for all the races. In essence, more people from every race are getting access to quality education and enhancing their socio-economic confidence through the same. Even so, the enlightenment and socioeconomic gap have largely remained the same for all the races (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). Also noteworthy is the fact that the gap has increased for some groups. A typical illustration of this trend is the 1988 figures for the percentage of Hispanics and blacks with a college degree. At the time, the number was about the same. By 2015, both races experienced a significant increase in the percentage of those who achieved at least a college degree (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). However, it can also be noted that the gap between these races widened substantially. In perspective, 15% of Hispanics had at least a college degree compared to 22% of blacks with the same educational achievement. Blacks and Whites remained stable between 1988 and 2015 though. Interestingly, non-Hispanic Whites and Asians witnessed a paradigm shift. By 1988, the figures stood at 13% for non-Hispanic Whites and 20% for Asians. However, 2015 statistics revealed the two races had 17 and 18 percentage points respectively, which shows how much effort non-Hispanics have put in the attainment of higher educational levels (Ryan & Bauman, 2016). Theoretically, the difference in educational attainment in America can be said to have stemmed from the socio-economic status of the races. 
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